If you want to be involved with Community Harvest....

As a guest... come to the Saturday distribution between 10am — 12pm. We are open every week. There
are no income requirements, except for government commodity food items. You will be welcomed and
respected here. Meet with our intake volunteers, and enjoy coffee and a snack while you wait in the

fellowship hall for your cart to be assembled, and be blessed.

As a volunteer... there are many types of jobs that need done, and many days and times throughout the
week when volunteers are needed. Contact the Trinity office or Stephanie Bertelson to find out how to
put your God-given talents to work in a meaningful way!
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HAPPY ANNIVERSARY COMMUNITY HARVEST!

Community Harvest celebrates 2 years in operation this month. A lot has changed since March of 2008, when just 3
families received groceries on a Saturday morning. The food pantry is the realized vision of co-founders Paula LaFond
and Susan Wagaman, both of Trinity Church. The two women came together from separate tracks, and have developed
a synergistic relationship that has persevered through many ups and downs as this ministry has grown. Paula, who is
the Patient Care Manager of 3 departments at the Children’s Hospital of lllinois, was inspired by the testimony of a man ) ) ) )
who once held a lofty position in the business world and suddenly found himself in great need. His church body came As a supporter... Pray. Just pray. There is nothing else that will have as much impact as prayer.

As a donor... contact the Trinity Church office any time during the week to make arrangements for your
donation or just drop by. If the donation is a large quantity, we would appreciate advance notice to make
sure we have space and have people on hand to unload and put items away. Tax receipts are available
upon request for donations.

along side him in tremendous ways and he went on to lead a multi-million dollar ministry to help others in need. Paula
says, “Il feel it’s very important to take your faith and put legs to it.” She started thinking big — wanting to be able to

provide everything from food, to clothes, to furniture, to cars for people in the community that had needs... Community Harvest at Trinity Church
Susan came to Trinity in August of 2007 as self-proclaimed “damaged goods”. A severe allergic reaction to a 1901 South Fourth Ave. Morton, IL 61550
medication given to her in April of 2007 left her with diminished ability to organize her thoughts and speech. She was 309-263-8808 trinity@trinitychurchmorton.org

no longer able to continue in her line of work as a hospital lab technician but when talk began of a starting a food
pantry, she couldn’t stay away. Years earlier, Susan had been a part of a huge church in Lexington, Kentucky that had
the kind of ministry Paula dreamed of. Having experienced that, she painstakingly worked to use and communicate her
experiences and knowledge to help set the course of action to get the ministry started.

Stephanie Bertelson, Administrative Coordinator
309-256-2174 stephanie@trinitychurchmorton.org

Community Harvest
1901 South Fourth Ave.
Morton, IL 61550

Susan Wagaman, Paula LaFond

Trinity Pastor, Mike Hutchings, has been the main supporter and director for the food pantry since it’s inception. He
wisely directed Paula and Susan to simply focus on providing food. The team was joined by Ann Plaehn, Trinity Head
Administrative Assistant, and Susan’s daughter, Heather Turner. Together these pioneers worked out the vision, led by
the Holy Spirit, to be a visible demonstration of the kingdom of God by acts of mercies that meet the physical,
emotional, and spiritual needs of those we serve. They did not want to follow a “cookie cutter” approach to starting a
food pantry, so as Community Harvest was developed as a unique ministry, there were many hours of thankless work
and many lessons learned along the way. Paula says “Every single thing | have screwed up, made up, and fixed up, God
has used it to develop this ministry.”

The leadership and congregation of Trinity Church have been extremely gracious in supporting the growing ministry
over the last 2 years. The increasing space requirements and building usage have been difficult to accommodate, and
other ministries have sacrificed so that Community Harvest could continue. This growth has not been without growing
pains, and Paula and Susan wish to extend their gratitude to all who have supported them along the way.

What started as an idea to feed those in need has grown into a mature ministry with branches that extend beyond
the needy in our community. Many local churches, organizations, and businesses have partnered with Community
Harvest in supplying goods and volunteers. Plans are being developed for a new building to house this vital service to
the community.

Among the innumerable ways people in the community have been affected by this ministry, Susan herself has
experienced significant healing from the effects of her medical mishap. She says “We are each unique and have our own
crosses to bear. God helps us with those crosses because of this.”

HOW WE STARTED
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PROCESS

Prayer and Praise

As guests come to Community Harvest each Saturday morning, they
are registered and welcomed into the fellowship hall to wait for
their grocery cart to be filled. This is not just a time of idle waiting,
however. This precious time is as much a part of the process as
filling the grocery carts. Guests in the fellowship hall can browse
through the free book table, help themselves to printed recipes
often directly related to the food they will receive, enjoy a small
snack and fellowship . Once a month there is even live music. On
each table are clipboards with notebook paper for guests to write
down their prayer requests and praise reports . These papers are
kept in a binder and prayed over throughout the week. Many of the
prayer requests are for health, employment, relationships, vehicles,
attitudes/behaviors, and salvation. We take these requests very
seriously, and are glad to join our guests in prayer for these things.
Gyests are also welcome to write down praise reports . We are all
ncouraged to see answers to prayers weekly! The Lord has
provided jobs, vehicles, healing, restored relationships, and favor
for our guests in need! If you are a guest to Community Harvest,
please don’t miss out on this important element of the ministry!

Last month we asked for a 3 things in our “Current Needs”
section and the Lord met all three of those needs! Thank
you, Lord, and thank you to Peoria Rescue Ministries and
Terry Opper for your generous responses!

Ahe TANF (Temporary Assistance for Needy Households)
program provided hot dogs for February to be distributed
to families that met income requirements and had children
under 18 in their household.

Aommunity Harvest purchased and received donations of
over 15,000 pounds of food in February.

Apecial donations came from the following in February:
U Peoria Rescue Ministries
U Community United Church of Christ Youth Group
and Heart of lllinois Down’s Syndrome Association
U Apostolic Christian World Relief Material Aid
Center
** Donations from individuals are not published unless
there is specific permission. If you want your donation
published, please notify the person receiving the donation.
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TESTIMONY
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CURRENT NEEDS

1 VOLUNTEERS

A Community Effort

Many people volunteer throughout the week and on Saturdays for Community Harvest.
One group of volunteers comes every Friday from the Morton High School Young Adult
Program in the Special Education department. Trevor and Jacob come with their
teacher, Kerry VanGundy, to stack bread, break down cardboard boxes, stock shelves
and other miscellaneous jobs. The group is joined by former student, Bob, and his
mother, Radine. Bob enjoyed volunteering at Community Harvest so much that his
mom still brings him on Friday mornings to participate. The program is designed to give
the students some job experience and involve them in the community. The help that
this group of volunteers gives to Community Harvest is an incredible blessing! We are
thankful for the work they do and the fellowship we get to have with them!

X We are in need of a backup truck!

A % ton pickup with a V-8 or heavy duty truck
that could be used to pull the trailer we own for
large food pickups. We have a primary truck and
driver, but have lost the use of the backup truck we
had. If you are willing to lend your truck or
volunteer to drive your truck on occasion, please
contact us.

X Paper products: styrofoam cups, small juice
cups, divided plates, and heavy duty soup bowls
(not shallow) for Community Harvest use.

X Full size grocery carts in good condition are
needed for Saturday distribution.

x We are currently well stocked with plastic bags.
We will post a message when we run low again.
Thank you for your donations!!
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5 Our Cup Overflows
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There have been so many wonderful
testimonies in February that this month we
will highlight several great things God has
done for many that have been touched by
Community Harvest.
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A first time volunteer to Community Harvest
came hoping that he wouldn’t be doing any
physical labor because his back was hurting,
but agreed to take grocery carts out to the
guests’ cars. As he lifted the 2" box of food
that morning, his back popped into place and
he continued to work for the next 2 hours
without pain!
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A guest came up to a volunteer before
opening time at 10:00 and asked “When do
you pray for us?” This is a wonderful
testimony to what the Lord is really providing
for our guests!
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On Feb 27, a young girl asked Jesus Christ to
come into her heart and be her Lord and
Savior while she was waiting for her cart of
groceries. The volunteer who took her
groceries to the car was overwhelmed at the
joy coming from the girl, and told her that she
made his day with her joy. He didn’t know
she’d received Christ, but it was obvious!
Jesus brings joy into our hearts!

A volunteer who has never been comfortable
with praying out loud for people reported that
she is thankful that she has come to
Community Harvest ar&gl is praying for others.
CL ~J
A long-time guest of Community Harvest who
would never allow anyone to pray with him
before accepted prayer for the first time.
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start back to work after doctors released him
based on his latest test results.
PRAISE THE LORD!
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